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A. Introductory Points


 1. The Being of God

We have no intention of making labored and elaborate arguments for the existence of God. We start where the Bible starts. The Bible assumes the existence of God, and we assume that our readers will do the same. (Gen. 1:1a; Psalm 14:1) 


 2. The Nature of God

a) God is a Personal Being

i.e. He is separate from His creation (Gen. 1:1). 

b) God is spirit
(John 4:24) i.e. invisible (John 1:18) and infinite (1 Kings 8:27)
Matter is limited to space and time. God is omnipresent and eternal (Ps. 90:2). Matter is subject to change. God is spirit; He does not change (Mal. 3:6). 

What about scripture passages that ascribe bodily parts to God? 

ANS: This is figurative (called anthropomorphism). God is often spoken of in human terms for our comprehension and understanding. That is why the scripture says “His eyes roam to and fro over the whole earth” instead of “He sphrinxically absorbs all imagery through his quintalics” . Things are put in human terms for our understanding; for God is making Himself known to us. 
c) God is a triune Being

God is one Divine Essence subsisting in three Persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God is not one person who sometimes manifests Himself as Father, sometimes as Son, and sometimes as Holy Spirit. If God were a physical being, He would be in three parts, but as a spirit, He is three Persons, but only one substance ( Col. 2:9; John 10:30; 1 John 5:7). i.e. see Gen. 1:26 

God is not like a man. He is far greater than all. 


3. God’s Passion for God

There are several sources of knowledge about God. The heaven and the earth, the things that God has made, reveal His eternal power and deity (Rom. 1:20) and declare His glory (Ps. 19:1). However, the Bible is the chief means God uses to reveal Himself. God is the main character of the Bible. In it, God tells us what He wants us to know about Himself, about ourselves, and about what God requires of us - His creatures. 

Over and over in the scriptures, God reveals His passion for His name. Used in this way, the name of God refers to all that God is. It stands for His character (Ex. 33:18-19, 34:6-7). We could also say it this way - that God is passionate for His fame or glory (Psalm 135:13; Isa. 42:8,10-12; 43:7,21; 45:5-6,9,12; 46:5,9-10; 48:9-11). 

God’s ultimate goal in all He does is to preserve and display His glory. He is uppermost in His own affections. This is right for He is the most glorious of all beings, beyond comparison. He is the most excellent of beings. He is supremely valuable. All creation is absolutely dependent upon Him for all things (Acts 17:24-25,28). 

See also Psalm 115:3; Isa. 46:9-10. Thus God is happy for He has the right and power to do whatever He pleases - whatever makes Him ultimately happy (Psalm 135:5-6a; 1 Tim. 6:15-16). God is so great that no one label (or name in that sense) can possibly describe Him. So the Bible contains a number of names of God which reveal Him in the many aspects of His marvellous character. 


 4. God’s Decrees

God planned, purposed, and determined the events that would come to pass and that would ultimately consumate in all things being to the praise of His glory. He works all things “according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself” (Eph. 1:9). Everything will work out according to the eternal purpose which He predestined according to the good pleasure of His will (Eph. 3:11; 1:5). Oh, Psalm 89:7 is so true! 


5. The Word of God

See 2 Tim. 3:16-17; John 10:35 Our Savior charged that the “traditions of men” were against the Scriptures. The Scriptures are the verbally inspired writings of God. The traditions were the teachings handed down by mere men (Matt. 15:2-3; 1 Thess. 2:13; 1 Peter 1:13-21; Col. 2:8). Before Saul became a believer in Jesus Christ, he was “exceedingly zealous of the traditions of [his] fathers” (Gal. 1:14), but when he became a believer, he renounced the traditions and turned to the Scriptures. 

There are many traditions which need to be given up today - things handed down that are contrary to Scripture. See 2 Peter 1:21. The Bible came to us through human agency. However it is as accurate and infallible as if God had written it without the human agent. It simply pleased God to use men to achieve His purpose. 

The Old Testament and New Testament are one book. In the O.T. the new is concealed; in the N.T. the old is revealed. The Old is prediction; the New is fulfillment. They have the same subject - Christ ( Heb. 10:7; Luke 24:27; John 5:39). In His Word God communicates to us the knowledge of Himself “in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6) and thus the knowledge of true and lasting happiness. 


6. The Attributes of God

i.e. God’s qualities and characteristics 

The Divine attributes explain what God is and what He does. Theology is the study of God. This is important because we need a true conception of the true God. Mere belief in a “supreme being” is not enough. God must be known in His glorious attributes and these are revealed to us in the Bible. 

If we want to properly understand mankind, circumstances, and the purpose and meaning of life, we need to begin with a spiritual and saving knowledge of God (Job 22:21; Jer. 9:23-24; and John 17:3). 

A study of the Divine nature should be attended with humility, caution, and reverence. The more we learn about God in His holy Word, the fuller we realize that He is incomparible and incomprehensible. The finite mind will never be able to fully know the infinite God (Job 26:14). 

How can God be known? God must reveal Himself (revelation is necessary), and man must have a capacity to know God (illumination is necessary). The Bible gives a revelation of God and a regenerated man is the only person who has the capacity to know God. Both of these are the results of the Holy Spirit’s work (John 3:5; 1 Cor. 2:14; Matt. 11:27). In addition, the Man, Christ Jesus,(the Living Word) enables us to know God, both in terms of comprehending and reconciling us to God, saving us from being consumed. 

